
SCD Spring 2015 News Brief

Upcoming Events

May 4:  
Trees & the Law Workshop

May 12: 
SCD Board Meeting, 5pm

May 30: 
Floods, Flowers, and 
Feather Festival at 
Turnbull Wildlife Refuge

June 9: 
SCD Board Meeting, 5pm

July 13: 
National Association of 
Conservation Districts Tour 
Spokane, WA

July 14: 
SCD Board Meeting, Noon

July 22: 
Rhizoterra Field Day

For more information on 
these events, visit sccd.org 
or call 509-535-7274.
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10 More Septic Projects Underway
The On-Site Septic System Financial Assistance Program (OSS) is in it’s second year 
providing loan and grant funds for homeowners to connect to local sewer systems (if they 
are available), or repair or replace failing septic systems. We have already completed four 
projects this spring and have six more in line. Postcards were sent to 1,400 properties in 
Spokane County that still need to hook up to the sewer, letting the home owners know 
about the financial assistance program. We anticipate doing 100 projects or more this year, 
the vast majority being sewer hook-ups. Keeping septic systems maintained is a great way 
for landowners to protect water quality.  

2.5 Million Trees and Counting
Our 45th annual tree and shrub seedling sale was 
held in April with more than 50,000 plants being 
distributed to over 600 customers. Most of the plant 
species are native and well adapted to the hot, dry 
summers of the Spokane region. Many of the species 
we sell are perfect for wildlife habitat, providing an 
excellent food source along with cover for our cold 
winter months. There is a growing interest in the 
edible species the tree sale offers such as Blue 
Elderberry (pictured at left), Serviceberry and others. 

Over the years, the SCD has also provided nearly 10,000 trees to non-profit and service 
groups for planting projects. Since the inception of the tree sale in 1970, more than 2.5 
million trees and shrubs have been planted by our customers.

Spring Soil Tests at a Record High
The SCD Soils Lab is a hub of activity now with 70 tests run so far this spring (double our 
count from last year). Our lab primarily tests for Nitrogen, Potassium, Phosphorus, Organic 
matter and pH for lawns and gardens. We also test for Sulfur for grass and alfalfa hay 
production.  We offer the basic test at $30 and add the Sulfur for an additional $5. This 
year we anticipate that we will provide 250 or more tests; it’s a great year to set a record 
because it’s the International Year of Soils!  



Improving Fish Passage,  
One Bridge at a Time

We have three projects funded for fish barrier removal this year. Fish barriers 
are typically culverts that are replaced by bridges so that fish and other aquatic 
species can navigate streams when water levels are lower than culvert openings. 
All three projects are funded at about $100,000 each by the Washington State 
Recreation and Conservation Office. A before and after photo of one of last year’s 
projects is below. 

This summer there will be two fish barrier removal projects in close proximity 
to each other on Little Deer Creek, a tributary to Deer Creek and the Little 
Spokane River. These two projects will open up nearly five miles of fish habitat 
on Little Deer Creek. The third project is located on Dry Creek, a tributary to 
the Little Spokane River, and will improve access to about 11 miles of fish 
habitat. SCD project manager Dan Ross is currently working through the 
preliminary design process and will be moving along with permitting and 
ordering materials very soon. We expect to start construction in July/August.  
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Trees and the Law 
Workshop on May 4

Arborists, foresters, lawyers and 
landowners are encouraged to attend the  
Trees and the Law workshop on May 4 
from 8:30am to noon at the SCD office.

Trees provide shade, purify air, enhance 
quality of life, and inspire poetry, but they 
also may inspire lawsuits. Whether the 
tree is yours, your neighbor’s, the city’s, 
your client’s, or jointly owned, it is prudent 
to know what sort of shadow it may cast.  

The purpose of this seminar is to provide 
you with a framework to analyze the 
situation and decide if you are qualified to 
handle tree law cases.

The presentation will include statutory 
enactments in Washington affecting 
trees and developments in Washington 
law including those involving adjoining 
landowners, logging, timber trespass, 
public utilities, governmental police 
powers, governmental liability, trees and 
roadways, the rights and responsibilities 
of landowners, duty of care, negligence, 
and damages.

To register, go to eventbrite.com and 
search “trees and the law”. This event 
is put on in cooperation with the Pacific 
Northwest chapter of the International 
Society of Arboriculture. Cost to register is 
$60 for members, $75 for non-members, 
and $38 for students. 


